
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am 

March 29, 2026 – Palm Sunday 
 
 

~ We gather outside under the portico with our greenery ~ 
 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration  
of our Lord’s paschal mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city  
of Jerusalem in triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise,  
but the path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet him  
as our King, although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross. We follow him 
this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the resurrection by way of the dark 
road of suffering and death. United with him in his suffering on the cross,  
may we share his resurrection and new life. 
 

Let us pray: Assist us mercifully with your help, Lord God of our salvation, that we may 
enter with joy into the celebration of those mighty acts whereby you give us life  
and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Holy Gospel According to Matthew (Roger Farrier, Sacristan) 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount  
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,  
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’  
And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfil what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples 
went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  



 
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
-Matthew 21:1-11 
 

Blessing of Palms 
 

May God be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray: We praise you, O God. for redeeming the world through our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Today Jesus entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and 
king by those who spread garments and branches along the way. 
 

Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord  
in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life 
with you: through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Procession 

 

Let us go forth in peace, In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 

~ Together we process into the church singing “Hosanna” (CP #367) ~ 
 

Let us pray: Holy and immortal God, as we enter into this holy week turn our hearts  
to Jerusalem, so that, united with Christ and all the faithful, we may enter the city not 
made with hands, your promised realm of justice and peace, eternal from age to age. 
Amen. 

 
Land Acknowledgement 
 
Opening Hymn: “All Glory Laud and Honour” (CP #181) 
 
Children’s Focus 
 
Children’s Song: “I Am a Child of God” see video screens 
 
The Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 (Amanda Hansen) 
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Psalm 118 (VU #837) parts 1, 3 & 4 

 
Gradual Hymn: “Into Jerusalem Jesus Rode” (CP #183)  
 
The Sermon: The Rev. Marnie Peterson 
 

“Silence & Stillness for Prayer & Reflection” 
 
The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession (Peter Bayley)  
 
The Confession 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you.  
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

~ Silence and stillness for reflection and self-examination. ~ 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For self-centred living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image  
of God in others: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife  
and warfare: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits  
of creation: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 
The Peace: The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 
Offertory Hymn: “Ride on, Ride on in Majesty” (CP #182) 
 

― Celebration of the Eucharist ― 
 

Prayer Over the Gifts 
 

God of mercy and compassion, your Word calls us home to faith and love.  
accept all we offer you this day; in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

  



 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

May God be with you. And also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord God of truth, for by the breath of your 
mouth you have spoken your word, and all things have come into being. 
 

You fashioned us in your image and placed us in the garden of your delight.  
Though we chose the path of rebellion you would not abandon your own. 
 

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. You gave your people the law 
and taught us by your prophets to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 
 

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, we echo the song of the angels in 
heaven, evermore praising you and saying:  
 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

You are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and light, yet in the coming of your 
Son Jesus Christ you reveal the power of your love made perfect in our human 
weakness. Amen, we believe. 
      

Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the way of salvation; loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. Amen, we believe. 
 

On the night he gave up himself for us all he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given 
for you; do this in remembrance of me. Amen, we believe. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Amen, we believe. 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the death that Jesus suffered on the cross, we celebrate his 
resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on 
high and we long for his coming in glory. Amen, we believe. 
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As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, by your Holy Spirit let these 
gifts of your creation be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; form us into 
the likeness of Christ and make us a perfect offering in your sight. Amen, we believe. 
 

Look with favour on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. Bless the 
earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free and fill your Church with power from on 
high. Amen, we believe. 
 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth to feast with Anne, and all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus 
Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Sung Lord’s Prayer by Gordon Light  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name; your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth, as in heav’n. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break this bread, 
Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 
 

Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 
If we have died with him, we shall live with him;  
if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 

 
Communion Anthem: “Come, Share with God” (VU #469) verses 1, 2, 1 

 

Come to the banquet for now all is ready.  
These are the gifts of God for you, the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

If you require a gluten free wafer, please only extend one hand. If you do not  
feel comfortable drinking from the cup, please just acknowledge it and let it pass.  
We ask that you refrain from intincting or dipping your wafer. 
 

Communion Hymn: “Peace of the Earth” 
 
  



 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage; may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Doxology 
 

Glory to God, whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask  
or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal: Go in peace to observe this Holy Week. Thanks be to God. 
 

You may depart in silence. 
 

 

  



 

 
 


